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Do people recognize suspicious activities? Although awareness has increased since 9/11, manay people still don’t really know what’s considered suspicious or they choose to ignore it, says Detective Sergeant George Wick.

“Several times I was doing a surveillance from an unmarked car and drove slowly around a neighborhood at night with the headlights off. I’m sure that the people who were outside at the time saw me, yet not one person called 911 to report this suspicious activity,” he says.

Many things constitute suspicious behavior or suspicious activity. Knowledge is power, especially when it comes to criminals, so study the list of suspicious behavior. (see our other articles). Afterward, your idea about what’s suspicious and what’s not will be much clearer. Here are some suspicious activities you may already be familiar with from listening to media reports:

• People following or monitoring the activities of individuals or groups

• People monitoring or photographing buildings, or other facilities with the potential for high public impact or mass casualties.

• People exhibiting unusual interest in symbolic targets, such as monuments, historical buildings or sites, courthouses, government offices, controversial research or business facilities or critical infrastructure sites (fuel or chemical storage areas, bridges, transportation facilities, power plants, communications facilities)

•People exhibiting unusual interest (asking in-depth questions) about events with large crowds or controversial speakers, or other events with the potential for mass casualties and high public impact

• People in places where there is no reasonable explanation for their presence, such as unauthorized personnel in restricted, sensitive or private areas or entering a secured area by going through or over a security fence

• People requesting facility design information or blueprints for an apparent legitimate purpose

Although the police are committed to reducing crime, they may be unaware of criminal activity occurring in your neighborhood. Since you are most familiar with what’s normal where you live, you are the best person to identify potential problems at the onset.

Many situations described here may have perfectly logical explanations. Every stranger in your neighborhood is not a criminal by any means. Perfectly legitimate people are moving around our neighborhoods all the time. However, the role of the police is to investigate every situation.

Do not investigate suspicious activity yourself – let the police do it. They have the training and the skills. 

In each incidence of suspicious activity, the general rule is to use your intuition. Go with your gut feeling. Your role is to act as eyes and ears. Notify the police of any activity that seems suspicious, especially anything that may be linked to gang, drug or other illegal activities. Your call could save a life, prevent an injury, or stop a criminal act.
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